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meeting with an enthusiastic welcome, spread
unbelievably rapidly and did their part in forming
the opinion of the masses.

The infamies published about the Jesuits and
the Jansenists are beyond belief; the coarse language
in daily use about the great lords is remarkable for
its filthy tone; from the midst of a European -war
Barbier could write: "All our French marshals in
Italy and in Germany have a very ill repute; songs
and attacks spare none of them/'

While Villars, Berwick and so many others
rivalled one another in talent, courage and heroism,
while our armies were making themselves con-
spicuous for their exploits, a secret press did their
best to bring the utmost discredit and odium on
those whose mission it was to defend the soil of
France. Nothing could temper the harshness of
unsigned writings; they travestied truth, gave
credence to lies, and followed a destructive policy.

Reforms of all kinds, financial, economic, ad-
ministrative, military, brought about during Louis
XV's reign with such patience and foresight, were
for ever turned to ridicule; in heaping sarcasm
and insult upon them, people misconstrued and
made a mock of them, Fleury, the Controleur
Orry, Villars, the majority of the ministers, received
a large share of the accusations; the public came
to hate and detest them; the pamphlets were
largely believed; artlessness and folly were at their
height. Because writers offered them an Eden full
of Utopias and denounced the alleged errors of the
moment, men hastened to accept the worst